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INTRODUCTION 


An  attractive  community  appearance,  like  most  things  that  are 
worth  achieving,  does  not  just  happen.  It  is  the  result  of  community 
pride  and  of  hard  work  by  commercial  and  industrial  interests,  the  city 
government,  civic  organizations,  and  involved  citizens.  Only  through 
a  united  effort  of  this  magnitude  can  Dunn,  or  any  other  municipality, 
expect  to  achieve  a  noticeable  improvement  in  its  physical  appearance. 


Familiarity  with  an  area  or  a  community  may  cause  a  frequent 
observer  to  be  lulled  into  a  sense  of  satisfaction  with  his  community's 
appearance.  Such  lack  of  consciousness  often  causes  "eyesores"  and 
visual  "clutter"  to  be  overlooked  and  minimized  by  residents  inspite 
of  their  promience.  Under  such  circumstances,  a  community  may 
unknowingly  have  a  negative  impact  on  potential  residents  and  new 
employers.  Certainly  this  is  a  condition  the  residents  of  Dunn  want  to 
avoid. 


It  is  in  the  spirit  of  reawakening  the  social  consciousness  of  Dunn 
that  this  community  appearance  study  has  been  prepared.  Although  specific 
negative  visual  elements  are  singled  out  in  this  study,  the  attention  is 
not  intended  to  humiliatethe  property  owners.  Rather,  it  is  intended 
to  provide  constructive  criticism  which  offers  viable  and  relatively 
inexpensive  alternatives  to  existing  physical  conditions. 


It  is  obvious  to  the  serious  observer  that  the  social  consciousness 
of  Dunn  has  already  begun  to  reawaken  in  recent  years.  Merchants,  property 
owners,  civic  organizations,  and  the  city  government  have  been  making 
much  progress  in  creating  a  more  attractive  community  in  Dunn.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  study  will  serve  as  added  stimulus  to  encourage  the 
continuation  of  this  movement. 


ABSTRACT 


Of  major  importance  in  developing  a  study  of  this  type  is 
deciding  what  scale  and  scope  it  will  encompass.  Obviously,  the  composi¬ 
tion  of  a  community's  appearance  includes  everything  from  residential 
neighborhoods,  to  parks,  to  shopping  areas,  to  street  and  sidewalk  condi¬ 
tions.  It  would  be  impossible  to  examine  in  detail  all  such  areas  in  a 
study  of  this  type  because  of  time,  monetary  considerations,  and 
size  constraints.  Therefore,  this  study  will  be  limited  to  the  two 
elements  of  Dunn's  appearance  which  are  of  the  most  critical  importance: 
the  arterial  approaches  and  the  central  business  district. 


Un 

REVIEW  OF  PREVIOUS  STUDIES 


This  community  appearance  study  is  neither  the  first  nor  will 
it  be  the  last  such  study  made  by  and  for  the  City.  Municipalities  of 
all  sizes  are  in  a  constant  state  of  change.  New  buildings  are  constructed 
as  older  ones  are  destroyed.  Traffic  continues  to  swell  in  volume  as 
alternative  routes  are  developed.  Shopping  patterns  are  altered  as 
commercial  establishments  are  constructed  in  new  locations.  Trip  origins 
and  destinations  are  changed  as  new  residential  subdivisions  and  major 
industrial  development  evolve. 


A  good  plan  for  community  development  and  appearance  may  become 
obsolete  very  quickly  as  city  conditions  change.  It  is  for  this  reason 
that  planning  studies  must  be  constantly  reviewed  and  revised  to  stay 
abreast  of  changing  conditions. 


Over  the  years,  the  City  of  Dunn  has  been  concerned  with  its 
physical  appearance  and  has  instigated  planning  efforts  to  recommend 
improvements.  The  Preliminary  Design  Plan,  Dunn,  North  Carolina, 
completed  in  June,  1966,  offered  many  interesting  and  ambitious  alterna- 
tives  to  conditions  that  existed  in  Dunn  at  that  time.  Since  the 
recommendations  were  not  implemented  and  since  conditions  have  changed 
with  time,  the  Dunn  Area  Chamber  of  Commerce  created  a  Redevelopment  Task 
Force  under  the  chairmanship  of  Harry  Driver  to  examine  conditions  and 
make  positive  recommendations  to  upgrade  and  revitalize  the  central 
business  area.  In  addition  to  the  work  being  done  by  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  Task  Force,  the  Dunn  City  Council  has  launched  this  community 
appearance  study  to  review  and  coordinate  past  plans  with  present 
efforts  and  needs.  Therefore,  it  is  not  the  intended  purpose  of  this 
report  to  be  entirely  "original".  Rather  this  document  will  be  a 
practical  guide  for  helping  solve  existing  appearance  problems  utilizing 
available  ideas  and  manpower. 
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PART  I.  GATEWAY  APPROACHES 


The  very  first  glimpse  of  a  city,  from  one  of  its  arterial 
traffic  routes,  is  perhaps  the  most  critical  in  terms  of  formulating  a 
positive  impression.  Regardless  of  how  appealing  the  community  may  be 
as  a  whole,  a  "gateway"  approach  that  is  cluttered  with  dilapidated 
structures,  junkyards,  and  debris  will  often  cause  a  person  to 
formulate  a  negative  image  of  the  entire  city.  This  initial  negative 
impression  may  serve  as  a  hindrance  to  desired  community  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment.  For  this  reason  the  "gateways",  or  arterial  routes  should  be 
maintained  and  upgraded  to  insure  that  a  viewer's  first  glimpse  of  a 
city  is  not  his  last. 


A.  U.  S.  Route  421  and  State  Route  55  "Gateway"  Route  from  Interstate  95 


The  U.  S.  Route  421 -State  Route  55  "gateway"  approach  to  Dunn, 
with  an  average  daily  traffic  count  of  10,000  vehicles"*',  is  the  single 
most  important  entrance  to  the  city.  This  route  into  the  city  is  used 
by  more  area  residents  and  visitors  to  Dunn  than  any  other  approach. 
For  this  reason,  a  careful  examination  must  be  made  to  determine  what 
positive  visual  elements  need  reinforcement  and  which  negative  visual 
elements  need  to  be  eliminated  or  upgraded. 


Physical  Description 

The  U.  S.  Route  421  and  State  Route  55  approach  from  Interstate  95 
begins  as  a  multi-lane  boulevard  which  narrows  at  its  intersection  with 
Sampson  Avenue.  Beyond  this  point,  the  route  is  comprised  of 
Cumberland  Street  which  allows  double  lane  traffic  in  either  direction, 
but  permits  no  on-street  parking. 


There  are  no  distinguishing  historic  or  architectural  features 
which  may  be  used  to  highlight  this  route,  although  the  open  space 
area  of  the  1-95  interchange  and  the  agricultural  field  adjacent  to  the 
Gulf  service  station  could  be  visually  enhanced  through  expanded 
landscaping  efforts. 


The  area  near  1-95  is  distinctly  commercial  in  nature,  with  a  Ramada 
Inn,  a  defunct  Sheraton  Inn,  a  Waffle  House  Restaurant,  and  three 
service  stations.  Beyond  Sampson  Avenue,  however,  a  visible  transition 
occurs  in  the  land  uses  along  the  street.  The  commercial  character  of 
the  area  yields  to  a  mix  of  old  residential  houses,  service  stations, 
churches,  and  vacant  lots. 


♦North  Carolina  Department  of  Transportation,  1975  Traffic  Count. 
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Visual  Analysis 

1.  The  Ramada  Inn  serves  as  the  most  prominent  visual  element 
of  this  "gateway"  due  to  its  size,  location,  colonial  motif* 
and  well-kept  grounds. 

2.  The  cluster  of  service  stations  and  a  fast  food  restaurant 
adjacent  to  the  Ramada  Inn  are  not  visually  appealing,  but 
tend  to  reinforce  the  notion  that  Dunn  is  young  and  growing. 

3.  The  littered  and  overgrown  vacant  lots  along  E.  Cumberland 
Street  are  negative  visual  elements,  detracting  from  the 
overall  appearance  of  the  approach. 

4.  Tony's  Body  Shop  with  its  occasionally  cluttered  property  is 
the  most  prominently  displayed  negative  visual  element 
along  this  "gateway". 

5.  Additional  commercial  establishments  that  degrade  the 
appearance  of  the  area  include  the  Cottle  Brothers  Recapping 
Company  and  the  Parker  Seed  Company. 

6.  Finally,  much  of  the  housing  stock  along  the  approach  is  in  a 
dilapidated  or  deteriorating  state. 


Suggestions  for  Improvement 

1.  Beginning  with  the  open  space  area  of  the  1-95  interchange 
and  continuing  along  the  entire  "gateway",  vacant  lands  should 
be  attractively  landscaped  with  shrubbery  and  trees  and 
should  be  maintained  by  the  city  to  guarantee  a  well-kept 
appearance.  This  landscaping  should  include  vegetation,  such 
as  azaleas,  camellias,  yuccas,  crepe  myrtle  trees,  and  magnolia 
trees  which  will  enhance  the  city's  beauty  and  promote  its 
southern  heritage. 

Particular  attention  should  be  paid  to  further  landscaping  the 
1-95  interchange  property,  and  the  southern  side  of  Cumberland 
Street,  extending  from  the  interchange  to  the  Gulf  Service 
station.  Such  action  would  greatly  improve  the  Route  421-55 
physical  appearance. 

2.  Where  it  is  economically  feasible,  overhead  wiring  and  utility 
poles  should  be  replaced  by  underground  wiring.  Utility  poles 
and  overhead  wiring  greatly  add  to  the  cluttered  appearance  of 
this  gateway. 

3.  A  continuing  effort  must  be  made  to  upgrade  the  dilapidated 
and  deteriorated  appearance  of  various  houses  along  Cumberland 
Street.  In  the  absence  of  Federal  funding,  the  most  effective 
way  of  accomplishing  this  task  is  through  community  fix-up, 
paint-up  campaigns  and  continued  code  enforcement. 
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4. 


It  is  essential  for  the  appearance  of  this  "gateway"  that 
commercial  establishments  along  Cumberland  Street  remove  the 
clutter  of  small  signs  and  trash  debris  from  their  properties. 
In  addition,  certain  of  these  business  structures  need  to 
have  better  maintenance  to  improve  their  physical  appearance. 


B.  U.  S.  Route  421  and  State  Route  55  "Gateway"  Route  from  West  of  Dunn 


The  second  most  used  arterial  gateway  into  Dunn,  with  an  average 
daily  traffic  count  of  9,500  vehicles*,  is  the  western  approach  of  U.S. 
Route  421  and  State  Route  55. 


Physical  Description 

The  western  approach  of  U.  S.  Route  421  and  State  Route  55  is 
perhaps  Dunn's  most  attractive  and  appealing  gateway.  This  approach  is 
comprised  of  a  four-lane  highway  which  is  divided  by  a  grassy  median. 
The  appearance  of  the  approach  is  enhanced  by  the  wooded  swamp  land 
along  the  Black  River  basin.  This  natural  area  yields  to  agricultural 
fields  on  the  north  and  the  attractive  Briar  Cliff  Subdivision  on  the 
south  side  of  the  route. 


Closer  to  the  heart  of  the  city,  land  use  adjacent  to  Routes  421 
and  55  undergoes  a  major  transition.  Beginning  near  Powell  Street, 
the  gateway  is  transformed  into  a  "strip-commercial"  area  with  many 
fast-food  restaurants,  offices  and  the  Dunn  Plaza  Shopping  Center. 


Visual  Analysis 

1.  The  natural  area  adjacent  to  the  Black  River  and  along  the 
northern  side  of  the  road  serves  as  the  most  prominent 
positive  visual  element  of  this  "gateway".  Every  effort 
should  be  made  to  protect  this  natural  feature  from  expanding 
commercial  interests. 

2.  The  single  family  dwellings  and  churches  visible  in  Briar 
Cliff  Subdivision  serve  to  reinforce  the  initial  positive 
appearance  created  by  the  Black  River  area. 

3.  The  strip-commercial  development  in  the  proximity  of  the  Dunn 
Plaza  Shopping  Center  is  not  visually  attractive  with  its 
clutter  of  signs,  utility  poles,  parking  lots,  and 
uncordinated  architectural  styles,  but  it  does  provide  the 
impression  that  the  city  is  viable  and  growing. 


*North  Carolina  Department  of  Transportation,  1975  Traffic  Count. 
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4.  The  most  prominently  displayed  negative  visual  element  of  this 
approach  consists  of  the  fuel  storage  tanks  which  are  exposed 
in  the  area  immediately  behind  the  Mobile  Service  Station. 

5.  The  ABC  Mobile  Homes  dealership,  which  serves  as  a  major 
visual  element  along  this  gateway,  appears  cluttered  and 
out  of  character  in  its  present  location. 


Suggestions  for  Improvement 

1.  Where  it  is  economically  feasible,  overhead  wiring  and 
utility  poles  should  be  replaced  by  underground  wiring  to 
reduce  the  visual  clutter  in  the  area  surrounding  the  Dunn 
Plaza. 

2.  By  the  use  of  a  natural  buffer  strip,  an  effort  should  be 
made  to  screen  from  view  the  exposed  fuel  storage  tanks  of  the 
Mobile  Service  Station,  and  the  visual  clutter  associated  with 
the  ABC  Mobile  Homes  dealership. 

3.  The  existing  sign  ordinance  should  be  enforced  by  the  city  to 
control  the  rapid  proliferation  of  large  commercial  signs 
along  the  "gateways". 

4.  Although  the  center  medium  of  this  "gateway"  approach 
serves  as  a  positive  visual  element  at  present,  landscaping 
the  area  with  flowering  shrubs  and  perennial  flowers  would 
greatly  improve  its  visual  effect. 


C.  Northern  Approach  of  U.  S.  Route  301 


The  U.  S.  Route  301  approach  to  the  City  of  Dunn  from  the  north 
serves  as  another  significant  "gateway"  with  an  average  of  3,900  vehicles 
daily.* 


Physical  Description 

The  U.  S.  Route  301  approach  from  the  north  is  a  well -maintained, 
two  lane  highway  which  first  enters  the  City  of  Dunn  through  a  swampy- 
forested  area.  Immediately  to  the  west  of  the  road  is  an  attractive 
pond  and  several  well -maintained  single-family  dwellings.  Beginning 
with  the  Carolina  Skate! and  skating  rink,  the  east  side  of  the  road 
exhibits  a  different  type  of  land  use  characterized  by  building  supply 
stores,  warehouses,  and  other  commercial  establishments.  These 
commercial  uses  abruptly  end  at  the  intersection  of  Barrington  Street, 
yielding  to  an  attractive  residential  area  exhibiting  huge  deciduous 
trees.  At  the  intersection  of  Granville  Street  and  Layton  Avenue,  the 

*North  Carolina  Department  of  Transportation,  1975  Traffic  Count. 
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route  301  "gateway"  undergoes  another  major  change  in  its  appearance. 
The  large  wel 1 -maintained  residential  dwellings  are  replaced  by 
several  blocks  of  small,  dilapidated  houses  on  lots  littered  with 
trash  and  debris.  These  houses  are  separated  at  the  railroad  tracks 
by  a  large  lumber  yard  and  building  supplier  that  appear  cluttered 
inspite  of  their  relative  order. 


Although  the  gateway  undergoes  several  abrupt  changes  in  land  use 
and  contains  many  aspects  that  serve  as  negative  visual  elements,  it  is 
evolving  largely  as  it  should.  According  to  the  Dunn  Land  Development 
Plan  and  Zoning  Ordinance,  the  area  is  ideal  for  industrial  development, 
wholesaling-warehousing  activities,  and  highway  commercial  establish¬ 
ments.  Still,  there  are  several  positive  steps  that  can  be  taken  to 
improve  the  overall  appearance  of  this  route. 


Visual  Analysis 

1.  The  most  prominent  elements  along  this  "gateway#"  including; 
Perla  Products,  W.  L.  Smith  Supply  Company,  Nu  Home 
Wholesale  Building  Supply  Company,  the  tobacco  warehouses, 
and  the  lumber  yard,  are  also  the  most  visually  unattractive 
with  their  excessive  clutter. 

2.  The  residential  area  beginning  at  Barrington  Street  and 
continuing  to  the  intersection  of  Layton  Avenue  and  Granville 
Street  serves  as  the  most  positive  visual  element  of  this 
route  due  to  the  huge  trees,  well -maintained  lawns,  and 
attractive  houses. 

3.  The  natural  area  and  pond  adjacent  to  the  city  limit  line  serves 
as  a  prominent  positive  visual  element  that  should  be 
preserved. 

4.  Finally,  much  of  the  housing  stock  beginning  at  Layton  Avenue 
and  extending  to  Clinton  Avenue  is  in  a  dilapidated  and 
deteriorating  state,  lending  to  the  "gateway"  a  major  negative 
impact. 


Suggestions  for  Improvement 

1.  A  "pocket  park"  should  be  created  at  the  intersection  of  Ellis 
Avenue  and  State  Route  1705  as  the  major  visual  focal  point  of 
this  gateway.  This  small  park,  to  be  located  either  in  the 
open  field  or  in  the  wooded  lot  on  the  other  corner  of  the  inter¬ 
section,  should  include  park  benches  and  be  landscaped  by 
flowering  shrubs  and  plants.  To  further  enhance  the  visual 
prominence  of  the  area,  an  "old  fashioned"  bandstand  or  gazebo 
could  be  located  in  the  park. 
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2.  The  outdoor  storage  areas  associated  with  the  building 
supply  stores  and  lumber  company  should  be  screened  from 
view  by  "buffer  strips"  of  shrubs,  evergreen  trees,  and  other 
natural  vegetation. 

3.  The  cluttered  display  of  merchandise  in  front  of  stores 
should  be  discouraged  either  through  voluntary  efforts  or 
through  passage  of  a  city  ordinance. 

4.  Where  economically  feasible,  overhead  wiring  and 
utility  poles  should  be  replaced  by  underground  wiring 
to  reduce  the  visual  clutter  of  the  "gateway". 

5.  A  continuing  effort  must  be  made  to  rehabilitate  the  dilapidated 
housing  and  clean  up  the  lots  along  Granville  Street.  This 

can  be  done  most  effectively  through  a  series  of  locally 
organized  community  fix-up,  paint-up  campaigns  along  with 
continued  code  enforcement  by  city  authorities. 


D.  U.  S.  Route  301  from  South  of  Dunn 


According  to  a  1975  traffic  count  study,  conducted  by  the  Planning 
and  Research  Section  of  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  Transportation, 
the  route  301  approach  to  Dunn  from  the  south  has  an  average  daily 
traffic  count  of  2,750  vehicles.  Such  a  significant  number  of  users 
reflects  the  importance  of  improving  this  "gateway's"  physical  appearance. 


Physical  Description 

The  southern  approach  of  U.  S.  Route  301  is  perhaps  Dunn's  most 
unattractive  and  uninviting  "gateway".  This  approach  is  comprised  of 
a  two-lane  highway  which  extends  through  a  highly  developed  warehousing, 
farming  implement  sales,  and  lumbering  commercial  "strip".  There  are 
no  architectural  features  or  natural  areas  that  highlight  the  route  and 
soften  the  appearance  of  the  commercial  establishments.  Still,  there 
are  various  positive  steps  that  can  be  taken  to  improve  the  negative 
qualities  of  this  approach. 


Visual  Analysis 

1.  The  most  prominent  man-made  features  along  this  "gateway", 
including  Carver  Equipment  Company,  Hardwood  Dimensions, 

Planters  Tobacco  Warehouses,  Farmers  Tobacco  Warehouse,  and 
the  Amoco  terminal  area,  are  also  the  most  negative  visual 
elements. 

2.  The  proliferation  of  signs,  outdoor  storage  areas,  and  over¬ 
head  utilities  serve  as  a  reinforcement  to  the  cluttered, 
uninviting  feeling  the  "gateway"  generates. 

3.  Many  of  the  parking  areas  provided  for  customer  vehicles  at 
the  commercial  establishments  further  add  to  the  negative  visual 
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quality  of  the  route  with  their  unpaved  and  neglected  condition. 

4.  Finally,  the  overgrown  and  weathered  "Welcome  to  Dunn"  sign 
completes  the  negative  visual  statement  made  by  this  important 
gateway. 


Suggestions  for  Improvement 

1.  A  "pocket"  park  or  landscaped  "planting  area"  should  be  created 
in  the  area  adjacent  to  the  existing  "Welcome  to  Dunn"  sign 

to  give  some  positive  visual  quality  to  the  approach.  The 
proposed  area,  which  does  not  have  to  be  large  in  size  to 
create  the  needed  impression,  should  contain  flowering  shrubs 
and  plants  and  be  maintained  by  the  city  to  guarantee  its 
condition. 

2.  The  "Welcome  to  Dunn"  sign  should  be  repainted  and  landscaped 
to  add  a  positive  element  to  the  route's  appearance. 

3.  The  outdoor  storage  areas  associated  with  the  lumber  and 
equipment  companies  should  be  screened  from  view  by  "buffer 
strips"  of  shrubs,  evergreen  trees,  and  other  natural 
vegetation. 

4.  The  cluttered  display  of  farm  equipment  in  front  of  stores 
along  the  highway  should  be  discouraged  either  through 
voluntary  efforts  or  through  passage  of  a  city  ordinance. 

5.  Where  economically  feasible,  overhead  wiring  and  utility 
poles  should  be  replaced  by  underground  wiring  to  reduce 
the  visual  clutter  of  this  "gateway". 

6.  The  existing  sign  ordinance  should  be  enforced  by  the  city 

to  control  the  continuing  spread  of  large  commercial  signs  along 
this  approach. 

7.  To  prevent  further  land  erosion  and  improve  the  physical 
appearance  of  this  route,  commercial  property  owners  should 
be  encouraged  to  pave  and  maintain  their  parking  areas. 

8.  Owners  of  commercial  buildings  along  this  "gateway"  should 
be  encouraged  to  voluntarily  landscape  and  paint  the  fronts 
of  their  buildings. 

9.  Finally,  the  city  should  either  undertake  or  encourage  property 
owners  to  initiate  a  street  planting  program.  The  purpose  of 
such  a  program  would  be  to  line  Route  301  South  with  trees  and 
shrubs  to  soften  the  impact  of  the  existing  harsh  commercial 
land  uses. 
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E.  Carolina  Drive  -  State  Route  1808  from  Interstate  95 


With  an  average  daily  traffic  count  of  2,700  vehicles,  according 
to  a  1975  traffic  count  study,*  Carolina  Drive  -  State  Route  1808  serves 
as  a  major  arterial  traffic  route  or  "gateway"  for  the  City  of  Dunn. 


Physical  Description 

From  the  undeveloped  agricultural  fields  near  the  Interstate  95 
interchange  to  the  commercial  development  adjacent  to  the  Granville 
Street  intersection,  Carolina  Drive-State  Route  1808  undergoes  several 
distinct  changes  in  its  physical  appearance.  Where  Carolina  Drive 
first  enters  the  city  limits,  it  is  lined  on  the  western  side  by 
moderately  priced,  single-family  dwellings.  The  other  side  of  the  road 
is  largely  undeveloped  except  for  the  American  Legion  Building  with  its 
painted  advertising  signs.  Between  the  Johnson  Street  and  Lakeshore 
Drive  intersections,  the  character  of  the  residential  development 
changes  as  larger  houses  appear  on  tree  lined  lots.  The  eastern  side 
of  the  "gateway"  is  lacking  in  structures  except  for  an  attractive  Church 
of  God  building.  Immediately  beyond  Lakeshore  Drive  intersection,  the 
S.R.  1808  "gateway"  bisects  a  small  wooded  area  lining  a  slow-moving  stream. 
To  the  west  of  this  point  is  an  attractive  lake  that  is  barely  visible 
through  the  trees.  Just  beyond  this  point,  on  the  western  side  of  the 
road  is  a  junk-salvage  yard  that  is  probably  the  worst  "eyesore" 
in  the  entire  Dunn  area.  This  area  prominently  displays  piles  of  salvage 
items  including  fireplace  mantles,  water  heaters,  sinks,  and  lumber  from 
old  houses.  In  addition,  the  area  is  littered  with  stacks  of  bricks, 
ramshackle  structures,  and  weeds.  To  complete  the  visual  image,  there  are 
horses,  mules,  and  many  chickens  confined  to  the  property  as  well. 

Immediately  beyond  this  area,  the  land  use  returns  to  residential 
dwellings  for  about  half  a  block,  then  yields  to  commercial  establish¬ 
ments  near  the  intersection  of  Granville  Street.  Past  the  intersection 
with  Granville  Street,  this  gateway,  util i zing  Clinton  Street,  displays 
a  great  mix  of  small,  aging  houses,  convenience  stores,  warehouses,  and 
salvage-junk  yards. 


Visual  Analysis 

1.  The  salvage-junk  yard  located  at  the  corner  of  Wake  Street 
and  Carolina  Drive  is  the  most  prominently  displayed  negative 
visual  element  of  this  gateway  with  its  clutter  of  bricks, 
lumber,  sinks,  waterheaters,  ramshackle  buildings  and  livestock. 

2.  The  proliferation  of  painted  advertising  signs  on  the  American 
Legion  Building  cause  it  to  serve  as  a  negative  visual  element. 


*North  Carolina  Department  of  Transportation. 
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3.  Due  to  the  clutter  of  signs,  stored  vehicles,  and  in 
some  cases,  inadequate  parking  areas,  the  commercial  area 
adjacent  to  Granville  Street  appears  as  a  negative  visual 
element. 

4.  The  natural  area  and  lake  near  Lakeshore  Drive  serves  as  a 
prominent  positive  visual  element  that  should  be  preserved. 

5.  The  undeveloped  agricultural  fields  along  much  of  the 
eastern  side  of  this  gateway  serve  as  a  major  positive  visual 
element. 


Suggestions  for  Improvement 

1.  The  natural  area  adjacent  to  Lakeshore  Drive  and  the  Church 
of  God  would  be  ideal  for  the  creation  of  a  small  linear 
park  providing  a  hiking-bike  trail  and  picnicking.  This 
area  would  serve  both  recreational  and  physical  appearance 
needs. 

2.  The  outdoor  storage  areas  associated  with  the  salvage-junk 
yards  and  the  Pine  State  property  should  be  screened  from 
view  by  a  natural  planting  strip  composed  of  shrubs,  evergreen 
trees  or  other  natural  vegetation. 


3.  Through  its  extraterritorial  jurisdiction  authority,  the  City 
of  Dunn  should  enforce  the  zoning  ordinance  provisions 
regulating  junkyards  within  the  one-mile  area  surrounding  the 
city  to  protect  the  health,  safety,  and  general  welfare  of 
adjacent  residents. 


F.  Spring  Branch  Road  “Gateway"  from  Interstate  95 


The  last  of  the  major  gateway  approaches  to  the  City  of  Dunn,  with 
an  average  daily  use  by  2,500  vehicles,  according  to  a  1975  traffic 
count  study  prepared  by  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  Transportation, 
is  Spring  Branch  Road. 


Physical  Description 

The  Spring  Branch  Road  "gateway"  from  the  Interstate  95  interchange 
exhibits  two  primary  land  use  forms  as  it  enters  the  center  of  the  city; 
residential  and  tourist  trade.  The  most  prominent  man-made  features  of 
this  route  include  the  Howard  Johnson's,  Holiday  Inn,  and  Dunn  Motor  Inn 
motels  with  their  attractive  architecture,  landscaped  lawns,  and  sparkling 
swimming  pools.  Beyond  this  oasis,  adjacent  to  Interstate  95,  a  quick 
transformation  occurs  in  the  community  appearance  as  the  clutter  of 
Dudley's  Body  Shop,  the  Auto  Sales  and  Service  Company,  and  Charlie's 
Restaurant  come  into  view.  Aside  from  these  visual  offenders,  the 
gateway  displays  largely  attractive  and  well -maintained  dwellings  of  varying 
ages  and  sizes. 
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Visual  Analysis 

1.  The  motels  adjacent  to  Interstate  95  serve  as  the  most 
prominent  visual  element  of  this  "gateway"  due  to  their  size, 
location,  architectural  style,  and  well -maintained  grounds. 

2.  Dudley's  Body  Shop,  Auto  Sales  and  Service  Company,  and 
Charlie's  Restaurant  are  the  most  prominently  displayed 
negative  visual  elements  along  this  road. 

3.  The  overgrown  property  adjacent  to  Dudley’s  Body  Shop  is  a 
negative  visual  element  that  detracts  from  the  appearance 
of  the  approach. 


Suggestions  for  Improvement 

1.  A  planting  strip  consisting  of  evergreen  trees  and  shrubs 
should  be  provided  to  conceal  from  view  the  outdoor  storage 
areas  adjacent  to  Dudley's  Body  Shop,  Auto  Sales  and  Service 
Company,  and  Charlie's  Restaurant. 

2.  The  existing  sign  ordinance  should  be  enforced  by  the  city  to 
control  the  further  spread  of  large  commercial  signs 
adjacent  to  Interstate  95. 

3.  A  continuing  effort  should  be  made  by  property  owners  and 
the  city  to  better  maintain  vacant  and  undeveloped  property 
adjacent  to  this  route. 
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PART  II.  CENTRAL  BUSINESS  DISTRICT 


Another  aspect  of  community  appearance,  equally  as  important  as 
the  "gateways",  is  the  central  business  district.  This  district  is 
significant,  because  it  is  centrally  located  in  the  core  of  Dunn  and 
is  the  financial,  legal,  and  commercial  hub  of  the  city.  This  highly 
visible  area  exhibits  a  distinctive  architectural  character  which  is 
not  found  in  any  other  part  of  the  city.  This  character  should  be 
preserved  and  promoted  for  the  economic  well-being  of  Dunn. 


Although  there  are  many  signs  of  new  life  in  the  central  business 
district,  several  buildings,  in  some  instances  comprising  entire  blocks, 
remain  neglected  and  deteriorated.  Progress  has  been  made  under  the 
dedicated  leadership  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  Redevelopment  Task 
Force,  but  participation  has  been  far  from  unanimous  by  downtown  property 
owners.  It  is  hoped  that  this  portion  of  the  report,  with  its  inventory 
of  existing  conditions  and  suggestions  for  improvement,  will  encourage 
greater  participation  by  property  owners  in  a  continuing  conmmity 
appearance  improvement  effort. 


Delineation  of  the  Central  Business  District  Boundaries 


The  Chamber  of  Commerce  Redevelopment  Taskforce  was  assigned  the 
important  task  of  defining  the  central  business  district  boundaries. 
Relying  upon  observable  changes  in  land  use,  the  group  defined  the 
limits  as  being  composed  of  Harnett  Street,  Elm  Avenue,  Divine  Street, 
and  Layton  Avenue.  It  is  the  area  within  these  boundaries  that  will  be 
examined  in  this  portion  of  the  report. 


Physical  Description 

The  twenty-eight  block  area  comprising  Dunn's  central  business  district 
is  fairly  extensive  for  a  city  of  its  size.  Within  this  area  is  a  broad 
range  of  commercial,  financial,  manufacturing,  warehousing,  institutional, 
and  governmental  uses.  The  greatest  concentration  of  commercial  stores 
and  financial  institutions  is  located  in  the  four-block  area  created  by 
the  intersection  of  Broad  and  Wilson  Streets.  A  manufacturing  plant  is 
located  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  business  district  along  the  rail¬ 
road  tracks.  Further  north,  along  the  railroad  tracks,  is  a  concentration 
of  warehousing  and  processing  companies.  The  eastern  fringe  area  of  the 
central  business  district  is  the  limited  "black"  business  area  which  is 
comprised  of  small  clubs  and  stores  run  by  black  businessmen. 


Many  of  these  activities  are  located  in  buildings,  both  old  and  new, 
that  exhibit  distinctive  architectural  character.  In  numerous  instances, 
this  character  is  hidden  or  lost  through  neglect,  the  proliferation  of 
signs  (both  permanent  and  temporary)  and  overhead  utilities. 
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The  problem  of  building  neglect  is  most  noticeable  in  the  fringe  areas 
of  the  district  with  the  largest  concentrations  occurring  in  three  locations 
a  two  block  area  along  Clinton  Avenue  including  a  portion  of  Broad  Street 
between  Clinton  and  Magnolia  Avenues;  an  area  along  Fayetteville  Street 
between  Cumberland  and  Broad  Streets;  and  an  area  north  of  Edgerton  Street 
between  Fayetteville  Street  and  the  railroad  tracks.  The  building  neglect 
includes  a  variety  of  problems  ranging  from  peeling  paint,  rotting  window 
casements,  crumbling  mortar  joints,  and  rusting  tin  siding,  to  uncompleted 
and  abandoned  building  renovation  work  and  precariously,  dangling  adver¬ 
tising  signs. 


Neglect  is  even  more  pronounced  on  the  rear  sides  of  the  central 
business  district  buildings.  Rather  than  being  hidden  from  view,  these 
structures  are  prominantly  displayed  to  employees  and  customers  using 
parking  spaces  provided  behind  the  buildings. 


Not  only  are  the  backs  of  buildings  visually  uninviting,  but  many 
of  the  parking  areas  are  littered  with  trash  and  contain  scattered  ruts 
and  chuck-holes.  Three  such  parking  lots;  one  located  along  the  rail¬ 
road  tracks  between  Edgerton  and  Broad  Streets,  one  along  the  railroad 
tracks  between  Divine  and  Cumberland  Streets,  and  one  at  the  intersection 
of  Edgerton  and  Clinton  Streets,  are  owned  by  the  City  of  Dunn. 


Several  areas  of  the  central  business  district  contain  large  con¬ 
centrations  of  commercial  signs  which  unnecessarily  clutter  the  city 
scape.  There  is  a  particularly  noticeable  clutter  of  such  signs  along 
Broad  Street  and  associated  with  the  service  stations  and  automobile 
dealerships  in  the  area.  A  store  located  near  the  Dunn  municipal  build¬ 
ing  has  two  seperate  standing  signs  adjacent  to  the  sidewalk  and  an 
additional  one  across  the  store  front.  Many  other  stores  have  so  many 
sale  signs  and  temporary  notices  in  their  display  windows  that  it  is 
difficult  to  see  the  merchandise  on  display. 


To  further  damage  the  visual  appearance  of  Dunn's  central  business 
district,  the  area  is  littered  with  utility  poles  and  overhead  wiring. 
Several  areas,  including  the  corner  of  Lucknow  Square  and  Cumberland 
Street,  have  concentrations  of  several  utility  poles,  advertising  signs 
and  overhead  wiring.  This  clutter,  in  combination  with  the  poorly- 
maintained  buildings  and  numerous  advertising  signs,  forms  a  negative 
visual  image  for  the  entire  central  business  district. 


Much  new  construction  has  occurred  within  the  Dunn  central  business 
district  over  the  past  fifteen  years  that  offsets  some  of  the  negative 
visual  elements  already  mentioned.  City  construction,  including  the  new 
public  library  and  municipal  building,  in  conjunction  with  new  bank 
buildings  and  the  Belk  Department  Store  addition,  serve  as  features  that 
enhance  the  visual  character  and  commercial  appeal  of  the  area.  They  do 
not  erase  the  impact  of  the  negative  elements,  however. 
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Visual  Analysis 


1.  The  most  attractive  buildings  constructed  within  the  last  fifteen 
years  in  the  central  business  district  of  Dunn  include  the  Bank  of 
North  Carolina  and  the  First  Federal  Savings  and  Loan  on  Cumberland 
Street;  the  Savings  and  Loan  and  the  Dunn  Municipal  Building  on 
Broad  Street;  and  the  Library  and  Belk  Department  Store  addition  on 
Wilson  Street. 


2.  Many  older  buildings  including  the  Antique  Shop  on  Cumberland  Street; 
the  Dunn  Furniture  Store,  Children's  Shop  and  Martha's  Clothing  Rack 
on  Broad  Street;  the  Driver  Safe  Company  on  Clinton  Street;  and  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  building  and  McLeod  Law  Office  on  Wilson  Street 
have  been  attractively  rehabilitated. 


3.  Several  older  buildings,  including  the  Post  Office,  McKay  Manufacturing 
Company,  the  Hatcher,  Skinner  &  Drew  Funeral  Home,  the  First  Citizens 
Bank  Building,  the  Hood  Memorial  Christian  Church,  and  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  are  attractive,  well -maintained  structures  that  add 
interest  to  the  visual  appearance  of  the  area. 


4.  Many  structures  concentrated  along  Clinton  Street  between  Cumberland 
and  Edgerton  Streets;  Fayetteville  Street  between  Cumberland  and 
Broad  Streets;  and  the  area  north  of  Edgerton  Street  -  west  of  the 
railroad  tracks  are  negative  visual  elements  that  damage  the  overall 
appearance  of  the  central  business  district. 


Suggestions  for  Improvement 


A.  Suggestions  for  Municipal  Government 


1 .  Creation  of  Small  Park 

Although  there  are  isolated  examples  of  good  architecture 
and  attractive  buildings  in  Dunn's  central  business  district, 
there  is  nothing  that  serves  as  the  focal  point  of  the  area, 
giving  it  a  "special"  quality.  To  fill  this  visual  void,  it 
is  suggested  that  a  small  park  be  created  at  the  corner  of 
Cumberland  Street  and  Lucknow  Square.  This  location  is  suggested 
because  of  its  promi nance  along  the  main  traffic  artery  in  the 
central  business  area;  in  other  words,  the  park  would  be  noticed. 

It  would  serve  to  anchor  and  expand  the  positive  visual  image 
created  by  the  Bank  of  North  Carolina  and  at  the  same  time  shield 
the  railroad  tracks  and  parking  area  from  view.  The  property, 
which  is  presently  owned  by  the  city,  is  part  of  a  poorly-maintain¬ 
ed  and  little-used  parking  lot.  There  is  at  least  one  major 
outdoor  advertising  sign  and  many  utility  poles  cluttering  the 
site.  At  this  time  the  property  is  a  negative  visual  element  that 
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detracts  from  the  overall  appearance  of  the  central  business 
district. 


The  suggested  park  should  contain,  at  its  center,  either 
a  sculpture  or  a  fountain  to  serve  as  its  symbol.  Around  this 
element  a  small  pedestrian  plaza  should  be  provided  containing 
park  benches  for  rest  and  relaxation.  Sculptured  hills  rising 
to  a  height  of  five  or  six  feet,  planted  with  trees  and  shrubbery, 
could  effectively  shield  from  view  the  railroad  tracks  and 
adjacent  parking  lot.  In  addition  to  these  improvements,  the 
entire  park  area  should  be  planted  with  trees  for  shade  and 
flowering  shrubs  for  added  beauty. 


Responsibility  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  such 
a  park  would,  out  of  necessity,  rest  upon  the  city  government 
of  Dunn.  A  committment  by  the  City  for  a  project  of  this  type 
in  the  central  business  district  should  stimulate  community 
interest  and  involvement  in  a  community  appearance  program. 

The  construction  cost,  approximately  $5,000  -  $10,000*,  is  a 
small  price  to  pay  for  a  symbol  of  community  pride  and  a  focal 
point  of  the  central  business  district. 


2.  Parking  Lot  Paving  and  Landscaping 

It  is  suggested  that  the  city  of  Dunn  pave  and  landscape 
the  parking  areas  located  at  the  intersection  of  Edgerton  Street 
and  Clinton  Avenue,  adjacent  to  the  railroad  tracks  between 
Cumberland  and  Divine  Streets,  and  adjacent  to  the  railroad 
tracks  between  Edgerton  and  Broad  Streets.  These  three  parking 
lots, that  are  already  owned  by  the  city,  are  poorly-maintained 
and  detract  from  the  overall  appearance  of  the  central  business 
district.  By  surfacing  the  lots  and  landscaping  their  borders 
with  flowering  trees  and  shrubs  they  can  become  positive  visual 
elements  of  the  business  district. 


The  total  per-lot  cost  of  this  work,  which  would  have  to 
be  born  by  the  Dunn  city  government,  would  range  from  approxi¬ 
mately  $7,000  to  $10,000  where  extensive  grading  and  curbs  are 
not  required.* 


3.  Street  Plantings 

There  is  a  noticeable  lack  of  vegetation  in  much  of  the 
central  business  district.  To  soften  the  appearance  of  this 
harsh,  man-made  environment  and  create  a  lusher,  more  inviting 
area  for  shoppers,  it  is  suggested  that  the  city  initiate  a 


♦Estimate  furnished  by  Jordan,  Snowdon,  McVicker  Architects/ Engineers , 
Laurinburg,  North  Carolina. 
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"street  planting"  program.  This  program  should  include  both 
the  planting  of  trees  at  regular  intervals  along  the  streets 
and  the  provision  of  planters  for  flowers  and  shrubs. 


The  costs  associated  with  such  a  program  are  minimal 
compared  to  the  amenities  gained.  There  is  little  cost 
associated  with  tree  planting,  although  planters  range  in  price 
from  less  than  $100  to  $800  a  piece  depending  on  the  size  and 
style  chosen.* 


4.  Sign  Ordinance  Enforcement 


As  mentioned  in  an  earlier  section,  the  proliferation  of 
signs  and  outdoor  advertising  is  a  major  factor  degrading  the 
appearance  of  the  central  business  district  of  Dunn.  The  city 
presently  contains  the  legal  mechanism  to  require  the  upgrading 
of  existing  signs  and  to  regulate  the  erection  of  new  ones. 

By  December  6,  1978,  the  Dunn  Zoning  Ordinance  (Section  25-67 
of  the  City  Code)  will  require  all  signs  to  conform  to  the 
adopted  standards  or  be  removed  at  the  owners  expense.  It  is 
suggested  that  this  ordinance  be  faithfully  executed  by  the 
Building  Inspector  to  help  upgrade  the  physical  appearance  of 
the  central  business  district  of  Dunn. 


5.  Building  Code  Enforcement 

It  is  suggested,  pursuant  to  Section  4-7  of  the  City  Code, 
that  Dunn  continue  to  enforce,  by  all  available  means  possible, 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  Building  Code.  In  addition  to  pro¬ 
viding  the  necessary  function  of  promoting  the  health,  safety, 
and  general  welfare  of  area  customers,  it  will  require  the 
upgrading  of  building  facade  conditions  and  improve  community 
appearance. 


B.  Suggestions  for  Property  Owners 


It  is  suggested  that  owners  of  property  in  Dunn's  central  business 
district  voluntarily  engage  in  an  effort  to  rehabilitate  and  upgrade  the 
appearance  of  their  buildings,  paying  particular  attention  to  front  and 
back  walls,  windows,  storefronts,  signs,  and  colors  used.  In  rehabilitating 
these  buildings,  a  special  effort  should  be  made  to  preserve  and  enhance 
the  unique  architectural  features  and  brick  work.  Modern,  aluminum 
building  fronts  should  be  avoided  since  they  shield  from  view  the  area's 
greatest  asset;  the  original  building  fronts.  Where  it  is  economically 
feasible  it  is  desirable  to  restore  the  building  bricks  to  their  natural 


*Prices  quoted  from  Landscape  Forms,  Inc.  Catelogue,  1976. 


28 


« 


AFTTHIB 


C~3 


state,  although  certain  colors  may  be  painted  over  the  bricks  to  yield 
an  attractive  appearance.  Special  attention  must  be  given  to  rear  walls 
of  buildings  in  any  rehabilitation  program.  At  least  the  walls  should 
be  cleaned,  although  a  great  opportunity  exists  to  highlight  this  area 
through  creation  of  colorful  wall  graphics. 


Such  efforts  by  property  owners  will  not  only  enhance  the  area's 
appearance,  but  will  pay  for  themselves  through  increased  receipts 
resulting  from  larger  numbers  of  customers  attracted  to  the  area. 


C.  Suggestions  for  Civic  Organizations 


1.  Architectural  Review  Board 


It  is  suggested  that  interested  civic  organizations  jointly 
sponsor  an  architectural  review  board.  Such  a  body  should 
review  all  proposed  building  alterations  and  offer  suggestions 
that  would  promote  and  coordinate  architectural  style  and 
harmony  of  color  in  the  central  business  district.  It  is  visualized 
that  such  a  volunteer  body,  composed  of  architects  and  engineers, 
could  inspire  greater  participation  by  property  owners  than  has 
occurred  in  the  past. 


2.  Revolving  Fund  for  Building  Improvements 

It  is  suggested  that  civic  organizations,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  create  a  revolving  fund  through 
charitable  donations  to  assist  property  owners  in  financing  desired 
building  improvements.  The  assistance  from  this  fund  could  be 
either  in  the  form  of  low  interest,  long-term  loans  or  small  grants. 


3.  Paint  Up-Fix  Up  Campaigns 

Periodic  paint  up-fix  up  campaigns,  sponsored  by  civic 
organizations,  provide  an  excellent  opportunity  to  involve  citizens 
in  restoring  community  appearance.  Such  campaigns,  directed  by 
a  lead  organization,  coordinate  and  channel  interested  persons  in 
making  badly  needed  improvements.  Such  programs  have  been  quite 
successful  in  various  cities  throughout  the  country. 
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PART  III.  FINANCING  IMPROVEMENTS 


Implementation  of  the  suggestions  offered  for  improvement  in  this 
study  will  require  a  major  financial  committment  by  both  the  City  of 
Dunn  and  individual  property  owners.  For  this  reason,  several  possible 
sources  of  funding  are  presented  and  discussed  generally.  The  list  is 
by  no  means  exhaustive,  but  is  intended  to  suggest  certain  alternatives 
that  should  be  considered. 


1 .  Federal  Revenue  Sharing 

Each  year  the  City  of  Dunn  receives,  through  the  Federal  Revenue 
Sharing  program,  a  large  sum  of  money  that  may  be  used  for  any  pur¬ 
pose  the  city  desires.  The  amount  varies  from  year  to  year  depending 
upon  several  factors  including  the  national  economy  and  local  popu¬ 
lation  growth.  The  city  could  appropriate  a  portion  of  this  money, 
which  remains  undesignated  in  the  municipal  budget,  to  finance 
improvements  suggested  in  this  study. 


2.  Community  Development  Block  Grants 

Through  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development,  the 
Federal  Government  administers  the  Community  Development  Program  to 
help  localities  make  certain  community  improvements.  This  help  that 
is  in  the  form  of  block  grants  in  amounts  of  up  to  $500,000,  is 
designed  primarily  to  improve  water  and  sewer  facilities,  upgrade 
housing  conditions,  and  to  generally  improve  physical  conditions 
of  localities.  In  keeping  with  this  final  consideration,  the  City 
of  Dunn  should  include  in  any  future  Community  Development  appli¬ 
cations  a  request  for  money  to  finance  certain  eligible  central 
business  district  improvements. 


3.  Special  Tax  District 


The  City  of  Dunn  may  choose  to  create  a  special  tax  district 
in  the  central  business  area  to  finance  suggested  improvements. 

This  tax  would  be  levied  on  only  owners  of  property  in  the  central 
business  area  and  the  revenue  derived  from  such  a  tax  could  be  used 
only  on  improvements  in  that  district.  Although  such  a  tax  district 
may  be  of  great  assistance  in  financing  suggested  improvements,  it 
could  have  a  negative  impact  on  marginal  businesses  and  cause  a 
further  erosion  of  the  area's  economic  vitality.  The  advantages 
and  disadvantages  of  this  funding  source  must  be  carefully  weighed 
by  decision  makers  before  such  a  committment  is  made. 
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4.  General  Obligation  Bonds 


To  finance  improvements  both  in  the  central  business  district 
and  along  the  arterial  traffic  routes,  the  City  of  Dunn  may  float 
general  obligation  bonds.  Such  action  requires  approval  by  certain 
state  regulatory  bodies  and  the  local  voters.  Although  this 
method  guarantees  adequate  funding,  it  has  the  dual  effect  of  raising 
the  city's  bonded  indebtedness  and  increasing  individual  taxes.  It 
is  up  to  local  tax  payers  to  determine  if  this  is  an  acceptable 
method  of  financing  suggested  improvements. 


5.  Youth  Community  Conservation  Core 

President  Carter  has  proposed  the  creation  of  a  Youth  Community 
Conservation  Core,  that  may  be  of  assistance  to  Dunn  in  accomplishing 
the  projects  suggested  in  this  study.  The  proposal  is  suggested  by 
the  Carter  administration  to  create  30,000  jobs  for  unemployed 
young  people  and  to  use  this  manpower  (and  the  dollars  it  represents) 
to  build  and  do  worthwhile  urban  conservation  projects.  The  City  of 
Dunn  should  start  following  the  legislation  and  its  details,  and 
start  formulating  applications  that  meet  the  intent  and  criteria, 
even  though  their  criteria  is  not  fully  articulated  at  the  present. 

In  obtaining  such  funds,  the  key  will  be  doing  the  groundwork  very 
early  so  that  good  applications  can  be  formulated  fast  when  the  time 
arrives. 


6.  Tax  Incentives  for  Downtown 


To  encourage  property  owners  to  improve  building  appearance 
and  conditions,  the  City  of  Dunn  may  develop  a  tax  incentive  program. 
Such  a  program  could  encourage  building  rehabilitation  by  granting 
property  owners  a  reduced  or  eliminated  tax  rate  for  a  specified 
amount  of  time.  The  major  disadvantage  of  such  a  program  is  that, 
if  it  is  successful,  the  City's  revenue  would  be  reduced  for  an 
extended  period  of  time. 
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The  City  of  Dunn  is  faced  with  a  great  challenge  to  further  improve 
its  community  appearance.  Much  work  has  already  been  done  by  the  City, 
commercial  interests,  civic  organizations,  and  private  individuals,  but 
much  remains  to  be  accomplished. 


This  study  has  examined,  in  detail,  aspects  of  community  appearance 
ranging  from  the  "gateway  approaches"  to  the  central  business  district 
in  an  effort  to  show  what  is  "good"  and  "bad"  about  Dunn.  Based  on  these 
findings,  an  ambitious  program  of  improvements  has  been  suggested  which, 
if  implemented,  should  vastly  improve  the  physical  appearance  of  the 
entire  city. 


The  scope  and  scale  of  the  suggested  improvements  require  the 
active  support  of  the  entire  Dunn  commercial,  financial,  governmental, 
and  private  community  to  be  truly  successful.  This  is  no  small  feat, 
but  it  is  a  challenge,  which  if  met,  can  make  Dunn  into  a  community 
whose  appearance  mirrors  the  concern  of  its  citizens. 
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